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Students attack uni’s Internet charges

By ANNE BRANSDON

Wollongong University students held a rally
this week opposing the introduction of student
Internet use charges.

Student Representative Council education
officer John Finlayson said charging students for
download time would restrict access to the
Internet.

“By charging Internet fees and restricting
downloading time, the university is making a
mockery out of the reputation for excellence that
it has been awarded.”

Last week the university was named Univer-
sity of the Year in recognition- of preparing
students for the e-world and student access to the
Internet is a highlighted feature in the current

edition of the Good Universities Guide.

“For the university to increase compulsory
Internet subjects for every student to approxi-
mately 75 per cent and then hit us with charges
is disgusting,”” Mr Finlayson said.

SRC president Nadine Tomey said the student
association realised the university was facing
funding pressures but transferring the costs of

essential services, such as the Internet, on to
students was ‘‘acting against the universal
principle of accessible and equitable education
for all”’.

“The introduction of Internet restriction and
fees will dramatically affect all students,
ineyitably creating the information rich and the
information poor,”” Ms Tomey said.

War of words on university email
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Wollongong University Associate Professor Ted Steele.

Prof caught
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in Net row

By MICHELE TYDD 0‘ ‘Since laiit'o week, I hav:l recefifved over
. . 50 petitions from individual staff wishing
A philosophical war has erupted at 4 g relieved of the debate which you

Wollongong University with one of the
“‘generals’” under threat of an email ban.

Dr Ted Steele, from the Biological
Science Department and a long-ferm
opponent to the corporatisation of the
university, started an email debate on the
role of universities about two weeks ago.

“I'm fed up with the appointment of
Mickey Mouse professors who are man-
agers and not academics,” Dr Steele said.

“The genuine academics are tired of
struggling for funds to continue import-
ant work while the corporate arm of the
university (Illawarra Technology Centre)
is awash with funds.

““Tt's not just quality of appointment
... these people come in over the top of
genuine academics and cause enormous
damage to the developing careers of
people under their control.”

Dr Steele, who has been described by
an opposing academic as an *‘intellectual
snob’’, said he was temporarily removed
from the email system about four years
ago for the same reason.

*“This is an ongoing problem but I've
been heartened to know from email
feedback there is support for my argu-
ment,”” Dr Stecle said.

Information Technology Services
director Professor Ah Chung Tsoi told Dr
Steele by email on Monday aftemoon that
he should be directing his thoughts to

hamfiﬁgenerated using the ‘All Academic
S and ‘All General Staff mailing
list,”* Prof Tsoi wrote. -

Prof Tsoi said Dr Steele would be
locked out of the system if he posted any
further emails about the debate to these
two groups.

Dr Steele said yesterday he had ignored
the directive and was awaiting a response.

““The email group suggested by Prof
Tsoi would exclude students and office
staff who are affected by the concerns I
have,”” he said.

He said Prof Tsoi was trying to gag
free and open speech and he believed that
was ludicrous in a university where
exchanging ideas should be paramount.

*‘Five other email users including two
postgraduate students have joined the
debate with stimulating views so I feel it
would be very difficult for the university
to single me out for disciplinary action,™
Dr Steele said.

A university spokesman said Dr Steele
has been issued a warning in line with the
policy governing email use.

He denied Dr Steele had been gagged
and there were avenues avai]a%lc he
could take to debate the issue. ‘

The spokesperson said it was not the
subject but the volume of email material
that was causing concern among staff and

The Countdown
this Ideal Opportunity to occupy Your Own

Starting Block

The Starting

Lot 5212 - 630m?2. Was $88,000 - Now Only $82,000 including GST. $500 Deposit
will Secure this near level Biock, with no mare to pay until next year”, giving you
the time to extend your savings and find the home and builder of your choice.

Terms to suit your personal circumstances that will make Your Dreams come True.

Features: Easy near level Building Block; suitable for slab construction
Spacious Corner Block offering Panoramic Views of the lllawarra Escarpment
Established Landscaped Estate with Quality Homes and Living Environment
Close to Trains, Freeway, Schools and Shopping Centres. *conditions apply

Contact Jon Strodder at the Horsley
Land Sales Office, at the Roundabout,

1as started, don’t miss

n our Premier Estate.

(02) 42683 8123

HIGH&OPT

AT HORSLEY

Bonp Bong Road, Horsley.

T 42616181

VAN DER MOL DESIGN

Forums and Debates mailing group. management.

CHALLENGER LEAVES PATHFINDER WAY BEHIND.

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

superior power, ground clearance, towing capacity and disc brakes all round,

Nissan Pathfinder’s really no challenger at all. NEW E lllll“ﬁ!ll

@www.mitsubishi-motors.com.au f1800 802 930

TLLAWARRA MERCURY, Saturday, September 9, 2000 _ 25 b

|Mrrsmarmu

oK






